
 

 

Volume 6  Issue 5 

May 2016 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, COOLIDGE 

Remembering Our MothersRemembering Our MothersRemembering Our Mothers   

Cool Connections 

Note from Pastor 2 

Children Update 2 

Outreach 3 

Students 4 

Missions 4 

Disaster Relief 5 

Replants 6 

National Day of 

Prayer 

7 

Inside this issue: 

In May we take the time to remember the 

women who went through the trials to give us 

life.  Not only did they endure physical 

hardships just to give birth to us, but also they 

lived often times a very sacrificial life for our 

benefit.  For many of us who are Christians 

today, we owe much of our early Christian 

education to the fact that our Mothers would 

teach us and encourage us in the faith. 

 

This brings to mind the scripture where Paul is 

writing to encourage young Timothy and he 

says to Timothy: 

3  I thank God, whom I serve with a 

clear conscience as my ancestors did, 

when I constantly remember you in my 

prayers night and day. 4 

 Remembering your tears, I long to see 

you so that I may be filled with joy, 5 

 clearly recalling your sincere faith that 

first lived in your grandmother Lois, 

then in your mother Eunice, and that I 

am convinced is in you also. 2 Timothy 

1:3-5 (HCSB) 

and…. 

14  But as for you, continue in what 

you have learned and firmly believed. 

You know those who taught you, 15 

 and you know that from childhood 

you have known the sacred Scriptures, 

which are able to give you wisdom 

for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 2 Timothy 3:14-15 (HCSB)  

Mother’s Day is a time of appreciation for 

those Godly women who planted Christ into 

our lives and have prayed over us often 

with great tears not only for our salvation, 

but also for our service in the work the Lord 

has called us to perform.  It is a time of 

remembering all that has been given to us 

by the Lord through our Mothers, and then 

remembering to take the responsibility to 

hand it down to others. 

 

So often in today’s culture we see an 

attitude of “What’s in it for me?” on display 

for all to see.  We tend to forget the 

sacrifices that others, especially our 

Mothers have made so that we might be 

where we are today. But if and when we 

take the time to remember all that has 

been entrusted to us, how can we stay self-

centered in our focus, remembering how 

unselfishly our Mothers gave to us? 

 

As we rightly take time to remember and to 

thank God for our Mothers, let us take the 

time to also commit to being people that 

God can use to pass on the faith to others.  

Let us give as has been given to us. 

http://www.sbc.net/
http://www.sbtexas.com/
http://www.sbc.net/cp/


 

 

I want to continue to thank my 
Lord for each one of you that is 
working so hard in the 
ministries of our church.  With 
Mother’s Day this month, I trust 
you will take the time to 
remember all that your mother 
has done for you and if she is 
still with you, that you will take 
the time to say thank you 
personally for all of her love and 
commitment over the years to 
you and for your benefit.   
It may be hard to understand, 

understanding of God’s Word and 

how it applies to their lives.  It is 

our goal for each child whom God 

sends our way to at some time in 

his life experience Jesus Christ as 

his Savior and Lord.  

 

It is a challenge trying to meet the 

needs of all the children who range 

in ages from three to eleven and 

whose religious backgrounds range 

from none to being brought up in 

strong Christian families who 

worship regularly.  Teaching these 

children on Wednesday nights 

would be an impossible task if it 

The Wednesday night Gospel Kids’ 

program has really grown this past 

year with many new children from 

our community in attendance.  We 

have had as many as 26 children on 

several occasions.  Some of the 

children attend our church on 

Sunday, some children attend other 

churches regularly, and some 

children have had very little 

experience in a church of any kind.  

As workers, our desire is to meet 

the spiritual needs of all these 

children; both to introduce the 

concept that there is a God who 

loves and cares for them and then 

to nurture them in their 
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Childrenõs Ministry report 
 Jesus, however, invited them: “Let the little children come to Me, and don’t stop them, because the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these.                                           Luke 18:16 (HCSB)  

Itõs on my heart... but not all children have the 
privilege of having a godly 
mother who gives sacrificially to 
her children that they might 
grow up and be a blessing to 
others and a follower of Jesus 
Christ.  So many times today, 
mothers are more concerned 
about themselves and their 
selfish desires than the needs of 
their children.  Children playing 
in the streets after dark is a 
clear indication of a problem in 
a home. 
May we take the time this month 
to not only thankfully remember 

our godly mothers, but maybe we 
can find a way to be a blessing to a 
home that needs our love.  May we 
find the way to reach out to our 
hurting families in our community, 
not with judgmental attitudes, but 
with a servants heart to touch their 
lives with the love of Jesus in such 
a way that it will bring joy and 
happiness into their families and 
into their homes. 
With God, all things are possible, 
even in times like these.  May we 
be faithful to share His love with 
the families of our community.  

Pastor Chuck 

were not for the Holy Spirit who 

empowers us each week to share His 

Word with these precious children.  

Please continue to pray for us as we 

finish up the school year and look 

forward to beginning again next fall. 

 

We are looking forward to Back Yard 

Kids’ Club on June 20-24.  Encourage 

your neighbors to come by our table 

at the Mesquite Tree Festival to find 

out the closest club site for their 

children to attend. 

Jo Lynn 

Reprinted from Baptist Press (www.baptistpress.com), news service of the Southern Baptist Convention.  

http://www.bpnews.net/comics/view?id=7784
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Summer is rapidly approaching.  As a child, I looked 
forward to summer for a number of reasons:  sleeping 
late, going to my grandparents' house, swimming, and 
Vacation Bible School.  When I heard about VBS, I got 
excited.  VBS was always a special part of my summer.  
I loved VBS!   
 
Little did I realize the planning and preparation that 
went into bringing VBS to us.  Now, years later,  as I 
look back on all the experiences I had at VBS, I should 
have said “Thank you” to the ladies and men that gave 
of their time and effort to share the Good News with 
me and my friends.   
 
Why do I participate in VBS (this year it's Backyard 
Kids' Club....same thing:)   
It's my way of saying “thank you” to the Lord for 
speaking to the hearts of those men and women and 
giving them the desire to provide a VBS for us. 
I want to do what I can, when I can, where I can for the 
Lord.  He's been so good to me. 
I love the kids of Coolidge, and their families, and I 
want them to know the goodness of the Lord that I'm 
experiencing.  I believe that is called “bringing glory to 
God” and after all, isn't that why we were created in 
the first place? 
And then there is a song....you knew it was 
coming....”If we are the body of Christ, our arms 
should be reaching, our hands healing, our words 
teaching, our feet going...” 
 
If you are able-bodied, come join in on the preparation 
of our Backyard Kid's Club.  Our next meeting is May 
21st at 10:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  There is a 
place God can use you.  At this meeting, there will be a 
prayer guide handed out, so if you are unable to 
physically help June 20 – 24th, we would appreciate 
you praying with us as we seek to reach the children 
and their families for Christ this summer.   
 
Let's make it the best summer ever for some kids, so 

M.E.N.’s Prayer Breakfast  

Saturday May21st 

 at 8:30 am 

The food is great! 

Come together as the 

Christian Men of Coolidge 

and Pray for God’s Presence  

in our city! 

Outreach Opportunities 
(Keeping the “Main Thing”  

the “Main Thing”!) 
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that when they get old, like me, they will look 
back and say, “As a child, I looked forward to 
summer for a number of reasons:  sleeping late, 
going to my grandparents' house, swimming, and 
Backyard Kids' Club.  When I heard about BKC, I 
got excited.  BKC was always a special part of my 
summer.  I loved BKC! 
 
 
Mesquite Tree Festival will be a wonderful 
opportunity to let our light shine for Jesus!  I 
have enjoyed our role in providing a place for 
people to come and sit and eat.  It gives us a 
chance to talk, invite, or even pray with those 
God brings to us.  This year, won't you join us at 
our “spot under the tents” as we share Jesus' 
love with others?   
 
We will begin setting up tables around 9:00 a.m.  
Help is always appreciated.  Then, the rest is a 
piece of cake!  And believe me, there will be that 
and much more there that day!  Come out and 
have fun with us. 
 

Deborah   



 

 

Missions News  
8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” Acts 1:8 (HCSB)  

Student Ministry News  
12 

 Let no one despise your youth; 

instead, you should be an example 

to the believers in speech, in 

conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.         

1 Timothy 4:12 (HCSB)  

Hello my brothers and sisters in Christ, 

    Here we are in May. Almost half the year has come. 

What do we have to show before the Lord? Well, I wish I 

could say that we are growing by leaps and bounds, that 

youth are being saved and leading others to Christ. I wish 

I could say that the amount of baptisms is staggering. I 

wish… 

    Why are not saying these things? I had to reflect inward 

and seek God in this question. Why do we not have more 

youth coming on Wednesday and Sunday? As of late my 

health has played some part but I can’t use that as my 

reason. What are we doing to reach the youth of Coo-

lidge? Our wonderful children’s ministry has been doing a 

great job with finding ways to engage the children. With 

“Back Yard Kids Club,” coming up, that is another oppor-

tunity. I am looking for ways to engage the youth of Coo-

lidge. Please join me in prayer as how to do this. We are 

losing our kids to the world of lies. If we don’t show them 

the truth, if we don’t introduce them to our Lord and Sav-

ior they will remain lost. The sad part is that the older 

they get the harder it is to believe and this has got to 

stop. I know, we as brothers and sisters want to expand 

God’s kingdom. To reach the lost. Summer is coming fast. 

The school year is coming to a close. What are some 

things that we can do to reach out? I ask of everyone who 

reads this to pray about how we can get our youth to lis-

ten and accept God’s grace, the redeeming blood of Jesus 

Christ.  

    On a positive note. Those that are attending are engag-

ing and seeking answers to difficult questions. Pray for the 

students as they are in the community, that they are able 

to stand strong. Church family please keep encouraging 

these youths. 

In His hands, 

Melanie 

Are We Disciple Makers? 

Below is an article from the North American Mission 

Board’s (NAMB) website.  Read it & please talk to me 

about the practical applications you see for Coolidge.   

-Laura Sturgeon 

A Process for Multiplying Disciples 

April 21, 2016 | By Jeff Christopherson 

 

We like to say to “make disciple-making disciples” to 

inspire a vision for multiplication. But in the Great 

Commission, Jesus indicated you are not making real 

disciples if they are not disciple makers. 

Disciple-making is what Jesus’ disciples do. 

The Great Commission Path 

Go. Make Disciples. Baptize. Teach. 

It seems like a prescription. Others might call it a 

path of obedience. If the path is followed, 

multiplication will happen. So the Great Commission, 

at its fundamental essence, is simply a call to 

multiply. 

The Multiplication Mandate 

Here is an important Kingdom fact. If you love the 

harvest, you will love other harvesters. If you are 

jealous of other harvesters, you simply do not love 

the harvest. 

Why? Because the harvest is not really about you. 

Realities of the harvest: 

It’s big. “Jesus went to all the towns and villages … 

teaching … preaching . . . healing….” The task was 

beyond His personal capacity. 

Prayer is our first strategic step. Our success is not a 

product of human will or resourcefulness. 

The workforce is unlimited. “. . . send out workers.” 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The current reality is that the workers are limited. 

That is the bad news to which we can do little to 

change. But there is some very good news that God 

wants us to finally see. The potential workforce of 

harvesters is actually as big as the harvest itself.   

Next Step: A Heart Shift 

The heart shift from addition to multiplication—from 

harvest to harvesters is seismic for perfectly good 

reasons. We must shift from an “each one reach one” 

mentality to an “each one reach many.” NO longer is 

the metric how hard can I work in the harvest-but 

how hard I can work for the harvest. 

Disciple Making Disciples Template  

Matt and Arrica Hess moved their family from 

Memphis, Tennessee to Pickering, Ontario in 2012. 

Pickering had 13 evangelical churches for a 

population of 100,000 people. 

 “You have to be willing to let God shape what takes 

place.” Matt said. And this is exactly what they did. 

From the beginning, they made the seismic shift from 

making disciples to making disciple-makers. 

Engage Gather Disciple is a process that they created 

to develop disciple making disciples. More than a 

program or a class, Engage Gather Disciple (E.G.D.) is 

about creating a disciple making culture. 

The four major elements of the E.G.D equips 

disciples as disciple makers: 

¶ Become a gospel conversationalist 

¶ Map out your social fields 

¶ Gather to engage or disciple 

¶ Work a discipleship path: stages 

Although still early in the process, Matt is encouraged 

by what God is doing. Of those who attend 

Fellowship, 70 percent are previously unchurched. 

The E.G.D. process is a contextual strategy to help 

new church plants and everyday believers become 

disciple makers. If you are planting in a culture that is 

predominantly unreached and not even curious about 

the gospel, discouragement can come quickly. If your 

vision as a church planter is merely to make disciples, 

the road will be long. But if God gives you a path to 

making disciple-making disciples, then the Kingdom 

impact possibilities dramatically multiply. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

About the Author: Jeff Christopherson 

Jeff Christopherson is the North American Mission Board's 

Vice President of the SEND Network. He and his wife, 

Laura, live in Alpharetta, Georgia.  

 

HOUSTON—Nearly 50 SBTC DR volunteers, including 

many who just finished work in Deweyville and 

Mauriceville where efforts recently concluded, deployed 

to Harris County in the wake of massive flooding 

following severe weather on April 18. The storm dumped 

an estimated 240 billion gallons of rain upon the 

Houston area, Harris County Judge Ed Emmett said in an 

April 20 news conference. 

SBTC mud-out operations are headquartered at Houston 

Northwest Baptist Church, disaster relief director Scottie 

Stice said. SBTC feeding operations are located at 

Humble Area’s First Baptist Church where SBTC 

volunteers are preparing 5,000 meals per day with food 

supplied by the American Red Cross. Parts of the feeding 

unit were slightly damaged in an April 26 storm that 

swept through the state, but teams expect all equipment 

back online within a couple days. 

To meet the ever-increasing demand for volunteers, 

Champion Forest Baptist Church hosted an SBTC DR 

training event on Friday evening, April 22. More than 180 

attended, Stice said, adding that additional DR training 

sessions will be held this week at First Baptist Church of 

Katy, Jersey Village Baptist Church, Northeast Houston 

Baptist Church in Humble, and Spring Baptist Church in 

Spring. 

(Reprinted from the SBTEXAN May 2016) 
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37  On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus 
stood up and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, he should 
come to Me and drink! 38  The one who believes in Me, as 
the Scripture has said, will have streams of living water flow 
from deep within him.”  

John 7:37-38 (HCSB) 



 

 

Replant Brings Children Back to Dying Church 
by Meredith Yackel, posted Thursday, March 31, 2016  
 
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (BP) -- Nancy Elliott found herself crying 
alone in the nursery. She had attended Calvary Church in Eng-
lewood, Colo., since she was 14. Now, for the first time, they had 
no children at church on a Sunday morning. "Not one child," Elliot 
said. "I went into the nursery and started crying and praying to 
God to bring children." Little did she know her prayers were about 
to be answered in ways she didn't expect. 
 
After serving in youth ministry for several years in the Denver 
area, Mark Hallock felt God leading him toward inter-generational 
ministry. "A lot of youth ministries are completely separated from 
the larger church," Hallock said. "As I began to see kids graduate 
from youth group they eventually graduated from church because 
they were never connected with the rest of the body. I started to 
think about what it would be like to truly have an inter-
generational ministry." Hallock and his wife Jenna began to pray 
and felt God calling them to a dying church they had heard of in 
Englewood, Colo., in metro Denver. "I had been seeing church 
plants pop up, and I started to think about who was going to the 
declining churches, because God is glorified when dying churches 
come back to life." 
 
Calvary Church was established in 1952, in what was once subur-
bia. As the demographics of Englewood changed, like many 
churches, Calvary did not change along with the community. Over 
time attendance dwindled. "I don't think churches realize how 
quickly you can go from 150 to 30 people," said Jeff DeClue, a 
longtime member and now associate pastor and elder at Calvary. 

"There was nothing different about Calvary from any other South-
ern Baptist church. It wasn't that we weren't passionate about the 
community -- the community around us had changed and we did-
n't know how to reach them. "Sadly, I was tired," he noted. 
"There was a big church down the road and I wanted to take my 
family and go where no one knew me. But Dave Elliot was really 
influential and said to me, 'God is not done with this church. He 
put it here in 1952 for a reason.'" 
 
DeClue decided that day to trust God for a greater plan. It was the 
same day that Hallock was meeting with the search committee of 
Calvary, and feeling God's call to come and help revitalize the 
dying church. Although they could only pay Hallock a fraction of 
what he had been making as a youth minister, Hallock's previous 
church committed to cover what Calvary could not afford for one 
year. The remaining 30 members at Calvary noticed change al-
most immediately after Hallock became lead pastor. 
 

DeClue said: "I am truly grateful that I have stayed and en-
dured the hard times because now we have so many chil-
dren we barely have room for them," he said. "To see chil-
dren run up and down the sidewalk on Sunday is just amaz-
ing." 
 
Hallock has now been at Calvary for seven years and they 
have continued to see growth. So much so, that they have 
planted six other churches in the Denver area. "What is cool 
is that church planting was in the DNA of Calvary from the 
start," Hallock said. "They actually planted three churches 
back in their heyday, and we were really just tapping into 
our history. We get to continue the story of that narrative. "I 
love church planting, but my personal goal has always been 
to see churches replanted also," Hallock said. "I want to see 
God bring dead things back to life." 
 
This year, Calvary has had their first experience in replanting 
a church not far from their Englewood campus. "This church 
was just like we were," Hallock said. "They knew they need-
ed radical change. We met with them and reassured them 
that God wasn't done with their church. We see them 
starting to grow now, which is really exciting. 
 
"It is exciting to see what the Lord is doing through the North 
American Mission Board to replant," he noted. "What a 
statement it is to a community when they see a dead, irrele-
vant church come back to life. God loves the underdog and 
when we surrender everything over to Him, He steps into 
our weakness. That is when He does some of the most amaz-
ing things." 
 
NAMB will host the National Replant Conference June 11-12 
in St. Louis before this year's Southern Baptist Convention. 
"This gathering will connect those who are replanting with 
other replanters as we learn from each other how God is 
replanting dying churches across North America," said Mark 
Clifton, NAMB's senior director of Replant. "It is also to help 
declining churches explore next steps to finding new life and 
new hope." The event will feature practitioners who are suc-
cessfully replanting dying churches, and offer resources and 
tools that have proven effective in reclaiming dying church-
es.   
 
Want to learn more about church replanting? Visit the 
Church Replanters Blog at:  

http://www.churchreplanters.com 
 
Meredith Yackel writes for the North American Mission Board. 
 
Reprinted from Baptist Press (www.baptistpress.com), news service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  
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Reprinted from Baptist Press (www.baptistpress.com), news service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  

http://www.churchreplanters.com
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He Came, We Go 
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Worshipping God Together 

Experiencing God 

Reaching Out 

Giving Generously 

The 2016 National 

Day of Prayer is set 

for  May 5th.  
 

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 5, 2016. The theme is 
Wake Up America, and the Scripture is "Cry aloud; do not hold 

back; lift up your voice like a trumpet;,..." Isaiah 58:1a 

For more information, please visit this link. 

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/theme_and_verse 

Other 2016 National Prayer Events 

May 4: Men's Prayer Gathering with Dr. Tony Evans - Watch 

Live 

May 5: National Day of Prayer - Watch LIVE from Washington 

D.C. 

May 15: Global Day of Prayer 

¶ May 15: Pentecost Sunday 

November 13: International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 

Church - More Information Here   http://idop.org/en/ 

2016 National Prayer 

“Dear heavenly Father, we come to You today as 

a humble people desperate for Your supernatural 

intervention on behalf of our beloved nation.  

First, we thank You for all the blessings You have 

bestowed on our land, blessings that have 

allowed us to bring so much good and benefit to 

not only our own citizens but also to the rest of 

the world. The very ideals upon which this 

country was founded were based on biblical 

truths, no matter how some try to rewrite history 

to deny that very fact today. 

This is why our hearts are so broken over how 

You continue to be marginalized and dismissed 

by both our people and our institutions. We are 

also saddened by the fact that Your people have 

contributed greatly to the spiritual apathy that 

now engulfs us. Our satisfaction in remaining 

religious without being fully committed to living 

out the truths of Your Word has caused us to 

become co-conspirators with the forces of evil 

that are destroying us as a society. 

It is for this reason that we personally and 

collectively repent of our carnality and recommit 

ourselves to becoming visible and verbal disciples 

of Jesus Christ. Enable us, by Your Spirit, to no 

longer be secret agent Christians but rather to 

publicly declare and live out Your truth in a spirit 

of love so that You feel welcome in our country 

once again. 

Thank You for Your promise to hear our prayers 

when we call to You with hearts of repentance 

and obedience, which is how we are appealing to 

You today, Father. On behalf of Your church, we 

affirm afresh the priority You are to us that You 

would fill every dimension of our lives as we seek 

to bring You glory through the advancement of 

Your kingdom in our personal lives, our family 

lives, and in the lives of our churches and our 

government leaders. We confidently invite 

heaven’s intervention into all the affairs of our 

nation and we praise You in advance for Your 

answer. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.” 

by Dr. Tony Evans 
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